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speak—we just have to keep focused on
this to try to address this challenge.
When the public health emergency
ends, we can’t forget those who are
dealing with long COVID, and we can’t
forget those who are dealing with the
significant amount of mental anxiety
and stress that has been present in the
lives of all for the last 3 years. We have
to improve our outreach and education,
we have to accelerate our research to
come up with treatments and cures
that work, and we have to do it with a
sense of urgency. I am committed to
working with you all to do that.

By Mr. THUNE:

S. 808. A bill to amend the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to re-
quire the Secretary of Agriculture to
expedite hazardous fuel or insect and
disease risk reduction projects on cer-
tain National Forest System land, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 808

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Expediting
Forest Restoration and Recovery Act of
2023”.

SEC. 2. APPLICATION BY FOREST SERVICE OF AU-
THORITIES TO EXPEDITE ENVIRON-
MENTAL ANALYSES IN CARRYING
OUT HAZARDOUS FUEL AND INSECT
AND DISEASE RISK REDUCTION
PROJECTS.

Section 104 of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6514) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘‘(i) APPLICATION BY FOREST SERVICE OF AU-
THORITIES TO EXPEDITE ENVIRONMENTAL
ANALYSES IN CARRYING OUT HAZARDOUS FUEL
AND INSECT AND DISEASE RISK REDUCTION
PROJECTS.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) INSECT AND DISEASE TREATMENT
AREA.—The term ‘insect and disease treat-
ment area’ means an area that—

‘(i) is designated by the Secretary as an
insect and disease treatment area under this
title; or

‘“(ii) is designated as at risk or a hazard on
the most recent National Insect and Disease
Risk Map published by the Forest Service.

‘“(B) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ has
the meaning given the term in section
101(14)(A).

‘“(2) USE OF AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out
a hazardous fuel or insect and disease risk
reduction project in an insect and disease
treatment area authorized under this Act,
the Secretary shall—

“‘(A) apply the categorical exclusion estab-
lished by section 603 in the case of a haz-
ardous fuel or insect and disease risk reduc-
tion project carried out in an area—

‘(i) designated as suitable for timber pro-
duction within the applicable forest plan; or

‘‘(ii) where timber harvest activities are
not prohibited;

‘(B) conduct applicable environmental as-
sessments and environmental impact state-
ments in accordance with this section in the
case of a hazardous fuel or insect and disease
risk reduction project—
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‘(i) carried out in an area—

‘“(I) outside of an area described in sub-
paragraph (A); or

‘“(IT) where other significant resource con-
cerns exist, as determined exclusively by the
Secretary; or

‘“(ii) that is carried out in an area equiva-
lent to not less than a hydrologic unit code
5 watershed, as defined by the United States
Geological Survey; and

‘“(C) notwithstanding subsection (d), in the
case of any other hazardous fuel or insect
and disease risk reduction project, in the en-
vironmental assessment or environmental
impact statement prepared under subsection
(b), study, develop, and describe—

‘(i) the proposed agency action; and

‘‘(ii) the alternative of no action.

‘“(3) PRIORITY FOR REDUCING RISKS OF IN-
SECT INFESTATION AND WILDFIRE.—Except
where established as a mandatory standard
that constrains project and activity decision
making in a resource management plan (as
defined in section 101(13)(A)) in effect on the
date of enactment of this Act, in the case of
an insect and disease treatment area, the
Secretary shall prioritize reducing the risks
of insect and disease infestation and wildfire
over other planning objectives.

‘“(4) INCLUSION OF FIRE REGIME GROUP IV.—
Notwithstanding section 603(c)(2)(B), the
Secretary shall apply the categorical exclu-
sion described in paragraph (2)(A) to areas in
Fire Regime Group IV.

“(6) EXCLUDED AREAS.—This
shall not apply to—

‘“(A) a component of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System; or

‘(B) an inventoried roadless area, except in
the case of an activity that is permitted
under—

‘(i) the final rule of the Secretary entitled
‘Special Areas; Roadless Area Conservation’
(66 Fed. Reg. 3244 (January 12, 2001)); or

‘(i) a State-specific roadless area con-
servation rule.

‘“(6) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall annu-
ally make publicly available data describing
the acreage treated under hazardous fuel or
insect and disease risk reduction projects in
insect and disease treatment areas during
the previous year.”.

subsection

SEC. 3. GOOD NEIGHBOR AUTHORITY.

Section 8206(b)(2) of the Agricultural Act of
2014 (16 U.S.C. 2113a(b)(2)) is amended by
striking subparagraph (C) and inserting the
following:

“(C) TREATMENT OF REVENUE.—Funds re-
ceived from the sale of timber by a Governor
of a State under a good neighbor agreement
shall be retained and used by the Governor—

‘(i) to carry out authorized restoration
services under that good neighbor agree-
ment; and

¢“(ii) if funds remain after carrying out au-
thorized restoration services under clause (i),
to carry out authorized restoration services
within the State under other good neighbor
agreements.”’.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 814. A bill to allow the Secretary
of Homeland Security to designate Ro-
mania as a program country under the
visa waiver program; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of

the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
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S. 814

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Romania
Visa Waiver Act of 2023"".

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Govern-
ment of Romania should—

(1) undertake all steps necessary to prepare
Romania for participation in the visa waiver
program under section 217 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187) by
developing a strategy to meet all criteria for
the program; and

(2) continue to advance robust efforts to
eliminate trafficking in persons, including
by prioritizing the recommendations out-
lined in the report of the Department of
State entitled ‘‘Trafficking in Persons Re-
port” issued in July 2022.

SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY OF ROMANIA FOR VISA WAIV-
ER PROGRAM.

Notwithstanding any provision of section
217 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1187), the Secretary of Homeland
Security may designate Romania as a pro-
gram country under the visa waiver program
established by that section.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  106—CON-
DEMNING BEIJING'S DESTRUC-
TION OF HONG KONG’S DEMOC-
RACY AND RULE OF LAW

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. OSsOFF, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Mr. RuBIO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
CooNS, Mr. DAINES, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.
MORAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
SULLIVAN, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. SMITH, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. ScOTT of
South Carolina, and Mr. BOOKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 106

Whereas, in 1997, Great Britain handed
Hong Kong over to Chinese rule under guar-
antees that Hong Kong would become a Spe-
cial Administrative Region under the ‘‘one
country, two systems’ principle, pursuant to
which Hong Kong’s Basic Law would apply
and would enshrine ‘‘fundamental rights’ of
Hong Kong residents and a political struc-
ture, including an independent judiciary, the
right to vote, and freedoms of assembly and
speech, among others;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) has repeatedly un-
dermined Hong Kong’s autonomy since the
1997 handover, including actions which re-
sulted in political protests in Hong Kong, in-
cluding the Umbrella Movement in 2014, a
protest against Beijing’s attempt to reform
Hong Kong’s electoral system, and the 2019-
2020 protests, which opposed the Hong Kong
government’s attempt to implement an ex-
tradition law that would have subjected
Hong Kongers to prosecution in mainland
China;
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